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City of St. Clair 
#1 Paul Parks Drive 
St. Clair, MO 63077 

City Council Meeting 
April 2, 2012 

 
Mayor Blum called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
City Clerk, Chris Fawe, called the roll. Present were Mayor Blum, Administrator Childers 
Alderman Tate, Alderman Fuchs, Alderman McGlenn, Alderman Dierker and Attorney Voss.  
 
Mayor Blum led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Mayor Blum asked for approval of the Council Report from March 16, 2012 thru March 29, 
2012 and the Board of Alderman meeting minutes from March 19, 2012. Mayor Blum asked if 
everyone had a chance to review the consent agenda and if there were any questions, corrections, 
or comments.  
Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted and 
Alderman Fuchs provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Awards and Recognition:  
1. Business if the month: Mayor Blum stated the business of the month is Bella Si Salon & 

Spa. Alderman Tate and Chamber of Commerce Director, Angela Crawford presented the 
award to Chelsey Conway and Tiana Waldo. 

 
Ordinances and Resolutions:  none 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
1. Request for purchase of City property – Administrator Childers reported there hasn’t been 

any contact from the potential buyers and asked the Board for approval to remove this item 
from any future agendas until the potential buyers make contact with us.   
 

New Business:  
 
1. Airport Appraisal- Administrator Childers reported at the recent meeting with the Federal 

Aviation Administration, to move forward with the closure process they are asking for a third 
appraisal of the airport using their forms and format. Administrators Childers advised there 
are no further details of what is to be included with that. Administrators Childers is asking 
the Board to approve contracting an appraisal in a price not to exceed $1,500. Mayor Blum 
explained Mr. Willis, with the Airport Compliance has told us this appraisal needs to be on 
FAA forms in order for it to be properly reviewed. 
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to approve contracting an appraisal not to exceed 
$1,500 and Alderman Tate provided the second.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
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City Attorney: Kurt Voss –nothing at this time. 
 
Departmental Reports: 
 
1.   Administrator: Rick Childers:  

A. Spring Cleanup dumpsters are scheduled for the week of April 30 – May 5.  The 

dumpsters will again be at the City maintenance shed on Park Drive. 

 

B. A Parks & Trails Work Day is scheduled for April 21, which will also be our Earth Day 

activity for 2012.  Earth Day is Sunday, April 22.  Volunteers are being asked to meet in 

the Pool parking lot at 9:00 a.m. and to call 629-0333 x101 for information or with 

questions. 

 

2. Public Works: Brian Otten – absent-Summary report of activities has been provided in 
packet. Mayor Blum stated it looks like the school project will start in the middle of April 
and the Springfield project will be started sometime in May. 
 

3. Police Department: Chief Hammack – nothing at this time. 
 
4.   Planning & Zoning:  Myrna Turner - absent 
 
5.   Parks:  Beth Lauer – absent 
 
Other Business:  
 
Mayor and Board Members:  
1. Alderman Tate stated he was approached by the St. Clair Baseball Association about using 

the city’s fields for practice and was told that the City charges to use the fields.  Alderman 
Tate would like to see the City, out of an act of kindness, let them use them without charging 
for them.  Administrator Childers responded the reason behind charging a fee for the field is 
when typically we have a reservation for the field, prep work is needed for the field.  
Administrator Childers continued by explaining he has spoken with some people and said 
anytime they wanted to practice there, they are public fields and a reservation secures the 
field so that no one else uses them.  Administrator Childers stated the Park Board went 
through a lot of assessment of the fees over the past several years and put together a fee 
schedule they thought to be fair and equitable. This is the same approach that is taken with 
the pavilions. Alderman McGlenn stated if the fields are available to the Baseball 
Association and no one else can have access to them, we need to do something. Alderman 
Fuchs stated if you reserve the field, it’s guaranteed, the field is locked into whoever reserved 
it and paid the fee for it. If you didn’t reserve it, it is first come first served. Administrator 
Childers advised he would try to make contact with the St. Clair Baseball Association.  
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Public Participation:   
1. Mr. Gilbert Hoffman, Hwy 47, St. Clair, MO. stated, years back when Jim Arndt and the 

Mayor went to different organizations wanting to get their support on closing the airport, 
they came to the school and the school voted in favor of closing the airport, as did  the Fire 
Department and the Ambulance. Mr. Hoffman feels they voted in favor of this because they 
thought they were going to gain financially from the sale of the airport. Mr. Hoffman stated 
he didn’t know of any church that was visited in regards to closing the airport or the 
Historical Museum, because he feels they were not going to benefit from the sale of the 
airport and Mr. Hoffman feels that it is a dollar thing.  Mr. Hoffman stated, he thinks there is 
a lot of money being spent to try and close the airport, and there is a lot of information that is 
not factual.  Mr. Hoffman feels that by closing the airport, in the future, you will close up the 
opportunity for St. Clair to develop.  Mayor Blum asked Mr. Hoffman if he knew the number 
of Public Hearing meetings the City has had in the process of trying to close the airport.  Mr. 
Hoffman answered numerous public hearings.  Mr. Hoffman replied, if as much money was 
spent from trying to close the airport, for the airport, we would have a beautiful airport.  
Mayor Blum asked Mr. Hoffman how many public hearings were held to give our land away 
to the FAA?  Mayor Blum stated there were zero public hearings. Mayor Blum stated there 
was a Comprehensive Plan put in place, and it was well attended, and the public made it clear 
they want the airport closed. Mr. Hoffman stated he felt the people thought it was impossible 
to close the airport. Mayor Blum replied nothing is impossible.  Mayor Blum commented, he 
thought there were five FBO’s who have attempted to make the airport work and for some 
reason they have not been able to make it work without the City subsidizing their FBO 
operations.  Mayor Blum feels we could strengthen the two airports around us.  They have 
fuel sales, navigation in place for the pilots to use to land. Mayor Blum stated, if we could 
give them more hangar space and make them more desirable, he feels that would strengthen 
aviation.  Alderman Tate stated the Mayor ran his campaign on shutting down the airport and 
if the people did not want the airport shut down they wouldn’t have elected him.  Alderman 
Fuchs commented he has asked the public prior to taking his position with the Board and no 
one has ever been able to say that the St. Clair Airport has done anything to financially 
benefit the City as a whole. Alderman Fuchs asked how the airport has benefited the Police 
Department, the sewer upgrades, the street upgrades, how is the money that airport is either 
consuming or generating benefiting the City as a whole? There is no positive side to that. 
Alderman Fuchs stated, we could say maybe two generations from now it might, but this 
Board and the current Administration has looked at the past and said all we have done is put 
money into this, but while it is an amazing thing to have, financially, we are responsible to do 
better than that, other than say, look what we have that is neat.  Mayor Blum completed the 
conversation by adding, even if the airport did generate a positive net base, would the 
citizens of St. Clair ever see any of that money, will it ever come out of the airport fund and 
benefit the City.  Mr. Hoffman answered he thought it would.  Mayor Blum continued by 
explaining FAA regulation strictly prohibits any money from coming out of that fund to 
benefit anyone or any entity of the City. Mayor Blum said the City would never benefit one 
dollar, one dime or one penny.  

 
2. Bob Fawe, 320 Wall St, St. Clair, MO. stated he belongs to an Economic Growth Committee 

that has members and representatives from the School, Fire and the Ambulance. This 
committee meets monthly, and this is not for personal gain on behalf of any of these entities, 
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these people come together for the greater good of the people of St. Clair. Mr. Fawe said he 
respectfully disagrees with Mr. Hoffman, the airport is not more important than St. Clair and 
it can’t close soon enough. 

 

3. Alderman Tate said he does go out into the community and does talk with the people and not 
one person has told him they wish to keep the airport, although one person did say they 
didn’t care either way, but everyone else has said they would like to see it shut down.  
Alderman Tate clarified he does go out into the public and speaks with people. 

 
Next Scheduled Meeting: April 16, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  Mayor Blum called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. Alderman 
Fuchs made the motion to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. and Alderman Dierker provided the 
second.  Motion carried by voice vote.                                       
                                                                                 
                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                             
                                                                                                         Ron Blum, Mayor  
Date Approved 4/16/2012 
 
Attest:                                                                            
 

 
___________________                              
Chris Fawe, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


